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EVIDENCE. CONTEXT. ACCOUNTABILITY.

IMMIGRANT:
DEFINED

THE EUROPEAN MIGRATION NETWORK DEFINES “IMMIGRANT” AS:

“a non-resident […] arriving in a State with the intention to 
remain for a period exceeding a year” ⁴

Different glossaries serve different contexts: international¹  •  European²  •  Irish³

ONE WORD. MANY CIRCUMSTANCES.
The International Organization for Migration identifies six broad drivers of migration.⁵
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STOP. THINK. CHECK.⁶

a Be Media Smart initiative

We hear the word everywhere. But what does it actually mean?

When you read or hear the word ‘immigrant’ in conversation
CONSIDER:
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Are different circumstances being generalised? Is the language humane? Are 
claims supported by evidence?
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